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ing,  description  and  exposition  of  African  cultural  and  natural  heritage.  Two  examples  of 
partly Belgium-based projects are revelatory in these respects. One of the two projects is the 
Geographical Information System SYGIAP (Système de Gestion d’Information pour les Aires Protégées) 
which Philippe De Maeyer will talk about at this symposium and that monitors the five World 






















heritage’,  and  recognized  as  indigenous  knowledge  in  the  form  of  memories,  customary 




processes  of  (self )reification  which  dovetail  with  the  way  media  and  tourism  have  been 
commodifying heritage for at least a century (Bruner & Kirshenblatt-Gimblett 199). Thus, 











Reproducing heritage: assessments and critiques 
The  first  GAP  symposium  offers  a  multidisciplinary  platform  for  reflection  on 











Heritage and/as Reproduction in Africa [ 9 ]
Introduction
a.  First things first: taking stock of heritage in Africa














sessing  contemporary  biodiversity.  Further  in  the  sense  of  exploiting  Africa’s  biodiversity 
















In  the  same  way  that  in  genetics,  the  problematic  of  perpetuation  and  change  in  genetic 
transmission  is  not  exhausted  by  the  distinction  between  ‘tenacious’  mitochondrial  DNA 
and more ‘volatile’ nuclear DNA, also in the social and cultural domain the issues surround-
ing tradition and renewal are particularly intricate. More often than not, natural and cultural 
heritage are understood  in  terms of  ‘timelessness’: of what has survived from the remote 
past in the sense that it has remained more or less the same beyond the ravages of time. Con-
versely, heritage can also be considered as the relics of history, consisting of mere disfigured 
traces  and  dumb  vestiges  of  an  illegible  past  which  is  being  revamped  in  the  hegemonic 
present. Above all, heritage is best understood as what Kirshenblatt-Gimblett calls ‘meta-
gapsym 1[ 10 ]
cultural  production’:  “despite  a  discourse  of  conservation,  […]  re-creation,  recuperation, 
revitalization, and regeneration, heritage produces something new in the present that has 
recourse to the past” (199: 19). 
For  that  reason, contributors  to  this symposium had been called upon to situate heritage 









With respect  to natural heritage, Patrick Van Damme & Céline Termote  look  into  the  tra-
jectory  that  leads  from  ethnobotanical  know-how  to  new  crop  development,  while  Chris-








threat  to  natural  reserves  –  can  be  rather  far  going,  among  the  most  publicized  develop-
ments are climate change and the ICT revolution. The latter is taken into account by Mena 
Lafkioui in her survey of orality in local and transnational Berber communication. The former 
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